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Resumo: 
Neste estudo, abordam-se distintas propostas metodológicas que analisam os mecanismos do efeito-território. A partir de um estudo de caso conduzido em cinco bairros populares de Salvador, indaga-se sob quais condições a proximidade a bairros de elite amplia as geografias de oportunidades. Aponta-se que as articulações sociais e econômicas entre os grupos socialmente distantes declinam nos bairros periféricos devido à falta de espaços públicos, que se conjuga com o isolamento físico dos condomínios de elite, e às altas taxas de criminaldade. Concluindo, pleiteia-se por uma aproximação holística às desigualdades sociais nas políticas urbanas. 
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Assessing the hypothesis of "geography of opportunities" in the light of the concept of neighborhood effects: empirical evidence drawn from qualitative scholarship conducted in Salvador, Brazil

Abstract
In this paper we will discuss different methodological approaches to the concept of neighborhood effects. Based on a case study conducted in five shanty-towns of Salvador, Brazil,  we shall inquire whether and under which conditions the proximity to upper class neighborhoods might widen the poor populations' geographies of opportunities. Our results show a significant decline of the social and economic interactions between rich and poor in the more peripheral spatial settings, given the absence of public space - combined with the strong physical isolation of the upper class gated communities - and higher crime rates. Concluding, we urge to reflect about a more holistic approach to social inequalities within urban policies. 
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