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1HVWH� WUDEDOKR�� UHDOL]DPRV� XPD� DQ�OLVH� GH� XPD� FDUWD� HJ�SFLD� GHGLFDGD� DRV�

PRUWRV��HVFULWD�HP�XPD�FXPEXFD���de�cerâmica�contendo�comidas�e�bebidas�que,�na�

PHGLGD�HP�TXH�DWUD�D�R�PRUWR�DRV�DOLPHQWRV��WDPE«P�R�ID]LD�OHU�XPD�FDUWD�FRQWHQGR�

SHWL©�HV�H�UHFODPD©�HV�GH�VXDV�VXSRVWDV�QHJOLJ¬QFLDV��KDMD�YLVWD�VHU�R�DQFHVWUDO�PRU�

WR�XP�GRV�UHVSRQV�YHLV�SHOD�SURWH©�R�GRV�VHXV�GHVFHQGHQWHV�QR�PXQGR�GRV�YLYRV��

1R�(JLWR��DV�FDUWDV�HVFULWDV�HP�SHTXHQDV�FXPEXFDV�WHVWHPXQKDYDP�DV�SUHRFXSD�

©�HV�GRV�YLYRV�QD�FRQWLQXD©�R�GD�YLGD�GRV�VHXV�DQFHVWUDLV��PDV�HP�WURFD�H[LJLDP�

TXH�RV�PRUWRV� OKHV�SURWHJHVVHP�H�RV�DMXGDVVHP�D�UHVROYHU�SUREOHPDV�FRWLGLDQRV�

�GLVSXWDV�SRU�KHUDQ©DV��SRU�SURSULHGDGHV��TXHVW�HV�GH�GRHQ©D�HWF���FDXVDGRV�SRU�

mortos�malé�cos.

��HJLSW�ORJD�IUDQFHVD�6�OYLH�'RQQDW��������S�������DR�WUDWDU�GDV�FDUWDV�DRV�PRU�

WRV��SRQWXD�TXH

� ste�gênero�[literário]�é,�com�efeito,�atestado�desde�o��m�do�Antigo�

�PS«ULR�DW«�R�V«FXOR�9���D�&���PDLV�GH������DQRV��SRU«P��D�PDLRU�

SDUWH� GR� FRUSXV� ���� GRFXPHQWRV� GH� ���� DEDUFD� XP� SHU�RGR� PXLWR�

mais�curto,�entre�o��nal�do�Antigo�Império�e�o�início�do�Médio�Império”�

�'211�7��������S������

A�egiptóloga�alemã�Louise�Gestermann�(2006,�p.�289)�acredita�que�“nesse�pe�

U�RGR�IRL�DGRWDGD�XPD�SRSXODULGDGH�HVSHFLDO�GHVVD�SU�WLFD�>GH�HQYLR�GH�FDUWDV�DRV�

mortos]”.�Ursula�Verhoeven�(2003,�p.�31)�sugere�que�“embora�a�quantidade�de�cartas�

VHMD�SHTXHQD��VXD�GLVSHUV�R�WHPSRUDO�DSRQWD�D�H[LVW¬QFLD�GH�XPD�DPSOD�WUDGL©�R���

Esta�ideia�é�consubstanciada�por�Gestermann�(2009,�p.�289),�ao�defender�que�“sua�

GLVSHUV�R�QR�WHPSR�LQGLFD�TXH�VH�WUDWRX�GH�XP�JUDQGH�FRVWXPH��WDOYH]�DW«�JHQHUD�

OL]DGR��

1�Denominação�cunhada�pela�autora.
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(P�DFU«VFLPR��SRGHPRV�LQWHUSUHWDU�TXH�D�FRQVLGHU�YHO�TXDQWLGDGH�GH�FDUWDV�

durante�o�Primeiro�Período�Intermediário�(2150�-�1994�a.C.)�atesta�a�importância�des�

WDV�HP�HVFDOD�QDFLRQDO��HVSHFLDOPHQWH��TXDQGR�SHUFHEHPRV�D�GLYHUVLGDGH�GH�ORFDLV�

RQGH�IRUDP�HQFRQWUDGDV��GH�PRGR�TXH�VHX�FRQVHTXHQWH�GHFU«VFLPR�SRGH�VXJHULU�

R�DEDQGRQR�GHVVH�FRVWXPH���QWHUHVVD�WDPE«P�GHVWDFDU�TXH�R�GHVHQYROYLPHQWR�GDV�

cartas�enquanto�gênero�ocorreu�a�partir�do��nal�do�Antigo�Império�(2575�-�2135�a.C.),�

TXDQGR�R�DFHVVR�DR�DO«P�JDQKRX�QRYRV�FDPLQKRV��VXSHUDQGR�D�DQWLJD�UHVWUL©�R�TXH�

R�FRQGLFLRQDYD�DR�GHVHPSHQKR�VDWLVIDW�ULR�GR�IDUD��MXQWR�DRV�GHXVHV�

��V�VLWXD©�HV�PDLV�FRWLGLDQDV���TXDQGR�QHJDWLYDV���HUDP�YLVWDV�FRPR�LPSRV�

WDV�SRU�IRU©DV�GR�DO«P���JHUDOPHQWH�XP�SDUHQWH�PRUWR�HUD�LQGLUHWDPHQWH�UHVSRQ�

VDELOL]DGR�SRU�TXDLVTXHU�VLWXD©�HV�GH�GHVRUGHP�QD�YLGD�FRWLGLDQD�GR� UHTXHUHQWH��

HP�HVFDOD�SDUWLFXODU�RX�IDPLOLDU��QD�PHGLGD�HP�TXH�Q�R�HVWDYD�D�H[HUFHU�VXD�IXQ©�R�

SURWHWRUD��SRUTXDQWR�VHU�XP�HVS�ULWR�DQFHVWUDO��'HVVH�FRQWH[WR�«�TXH�UHVXOWDP�FRU�

UHVSRQG¬QFLDV�HVFULWDV�HP�WRP�GH�LQFRPSUHHQV�R�H���V�YH]HV��GH�DPHD©D��SRLV�VH�

RV�YLYRV�RIHUHFLDP�OLED©�HV�DRV�PRUWRV�«�SRUTXH�SUHFLVDYDP�GH�XPD�FRQWUDSDUWLGD��

R�JDUDQWH�GH�XPD�YLGD�WUDQTXLOD�QR�PXQGR�GRV�YLYRV��RQGH�RV�SUREOHPDV�FRWLGLDQRV�

pudessem�ser�resolvidos�sem�a�necessidade�de�in�uências�externas�do�mundo�dos�

PRUWRV��3RU�RXWUR�ODGR��SRGHPRV�DVVHJXUDU�TXH��TXDQGR�D�SRVVLELOLGDGH�GH�UHVROX�

©�R�GRV�SUREOHPDV�VRPHQWH�SRGLD�VHU�DGYLQGD�GR�PXQGR�GRV�PRUWRV�HUD�SRUTXH��

LJXDOPHQWH��DFUHGLWDYD�VH�TXH�RV�SUREOHPDV�KDYLDP�VLGR�FULDGRV�SRU�XP�PRUWR�PD�

lé�co.

&RP�R�REMHWLYR�GH�GHPRQVWUDU�R�FRQWH�GR�GHVVDV�FDUWDV��HVFROKHPRV�FRPR�

H[HPSOR�D�&XPEXFD�GR�&DLUR��GDWDGD�GR�3ULPHLUR�3HU�RGR��QWHUPHGL�ULR��GD�;��RX�;���

'LQDVWLD��2�FRQWH�GR�GHVWD�FDUWD�«�R�UHVXOWDGR�GH�XPD�GDV�SHUFHS©�HV�TXH�WLQKDP�

os�egípcios,�ao�considerarem�ser�os�“encantamentos�mágicos�ou�orações�aos�deuses�

>FRPR@�P«WRGRV�XVXDLV� GH�DIDVWDU�GRHQ©DV� >FDXVDGDV�SRU�PDXV�HVS�ULWRV@�� >���@��V�

cartas�aos�parentes�mortos�poderiam�ser�empregadas�para�este�mesmo��m”�(GAR�

'�1(5��6(7�(��������S������&RQIRUPH�DV�YHUV�HV�GH��DUGLQHU�H�6HWKH��������H�GH�-DQ�

�VVPDQQ���������HODERUDPRV�D�VHJXLQWH�WUDGX©�R�SDUD�HVVD�IRQWH��FRQVLGHUDQGR�D�

gra�a�dos�nomes�próprios�conforme�a�publicação�de�1928:

P UHVHQWHDGD� SRU� 'HGL� DR� VDFHUGRWH� �QWHI�� QDVFLGR� GH� �ZQDNKW��

4XDQWR�D�HVWD�VHUYD��PLX��TXH�HVW��GRHQWH��QHP�GH�GLD�H�QHP�GH�

QRLWH�WX�� �R�DNK��OXWDV�SRU�HOD�FRQWUD�WRGR�KRPHP�TXH�HVW��ID]HQGR�

PDO�D�HOD�H�WRGD�PXOKHU�TXH�HVW��ID]HQGR�PDO�D�HOD��3RUTXH�WX�GHVHMDV�

D�GHVROD©�R�GD�VXD�FDVD�� �GHOD�"�/XWD�SRU�HOD�KRMH�FRPR��VH�IRVVH�DOJR��

QRYR� �"��� SDUD�TXH�D� VXD�FDVD� � �GHOD��SRVVD�VHU�HVWDEHOHFLGD��H�SDUD�

TXH�OLED©�HV�SRVVDP�VHU�IHLWDV�D�WL��6H�Q�R�KRXYHU�TXDOTXHU��DMXGD��WXD��

HQW�R�D�WXD�FDVD�HVWDU��GHVWUX�GD��6HU���"��TXH�Q�R�UHFRQKHFHV�TXH�«�

HVWD�VHUYD�TXH�ID]�D�WXD�FDVD�HQWUH��"��RV�KRPHQV"�/XWD�SRU�>HOD@��&XLGD�

GHOD��3URWHJH�D�GH�WRGRV�RV�KRPHQV�H�PXOKHUHV�TXH�OKH�HVW�R�ID]HQGR�

mal!�Assim,�a�tua�casa�e�os�teus��lhos�serão�estabelecidos.�Que�escutes�

EHP�
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'HVHQKR�GHWDOKDGR�GDV�LQVFUL©�HV�GD�&XPEXFD�GR�&DLUR��LQWHULRU�H�H[WHULRU��

Figura 1. Representação das inscrições da Cumbuca do Cairo. GARDINER, Alan Henderson; SETHE, 
Kurt. Egyptian Letters to the Dead. London: �e Egypt Exploration Society, 1928. p. 55.

Com�base�no�teor�da�carta,�elaboramos�a�seguinte�classi�cação:

��P��������������������HGL��������D�i��R���������R���Q�HI������

�R�D�������HGL���Q�HI�� ,PLX� H� ,�QD����� PmH� GH��Q�HI��������R��

,PLX��D��HU�D�GD�FD�D��H��i�GRHQ�H����SR��R�����SD�R���R�����GH�XP�

�RPHP�RX�GH�XPD�PXO�HU�PRU�D��FXOSD�GLUH�D�������GH��Q�HI���XH�QH�

JOLJHQFLD�DMXGD��FXOSD�LQGLUH�D������RPS���D��SUH�HU�DomR�GD�DQ�LJD�

FD�D�GR�PRU�R��QR�PXQGR�GR���L�R��

��&XPEXFD�GR�&DLUR��QRPHDGDPHQWH��SRU�PHLR�GD�WUDGX©�R�UHDOL]DGD�SRU�-DQ�

�VVPDQQ��SHUPLWH�QRV�VXJHULU�TXH�RV�PRUWRV�GHVWLQDW�ULRV�GDV�FDUWDV�HUDP�HVS�ULWRV�

DNK���QWHUHVVD�GHVWDFDU�TXH�D�FO�VVLFD�REUD�GH��DUGLQHU�H�6HWKH����������D�SULPHLUD�
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D�WUDGX]LU�DV�FDUWDV���H�XPD�WUDGX©�R�GH�-DQHW�5LFKDUGV�TXH��DVVLP�FRPR��TXHOD�GH�

�VVPDQQ��«�GDWDGD�GH�������Q�R�XWLOL]DP�D�SDODYUD�DNK�SDUD�VH�UHIHULU�DR�HVS�ULWR�GR�

PRUWR�UHFHSWRU�GD�FDUWD����YHUV�R�GH��VVPDQQ�GHPDUFD��QWHI��R�VDFHUGRWH�D�TXHP�«�

destinada�a�composição,�como�um�akh.�A�importância�da�função�desempenhada�por�

�QWHI���XP�VDFHUGRWH���«�GHOLQHDGD�M��QD�SULPHLUD�OLQKD�GD�FRPSRVL©�R��PDV�'HGL��

D�UHPHWHQWH��HVFUHYH�R�WDPE«P�QD�FRQGL©�R�GH�VXD�HVSRVD�

3UHVHQWHDGD�SRU��HGL�DR�VDFHUGRWH��QWHI��QDVFLGR�GH��ZQDNKW�

(VWD�YL�YD�HVWDYD�D�VH�VHQWLU�EDVWDQWH�SUHRFXSDGD�FRP�R�DQGDPHQWR�GH�VHX�ODU�

após�a�morte�do�marido�e�a�doença�que�a�igia�à�serva�da�família,�chamada�Imiu,�o�

FHUQH�GD�PDQXWHQ©�R�GD�FDVD�

A V�YL�YDV�HVFUHYLDP�DRV�VHXV�PDULGRV�PRUWRV��QRPHDGDPHQWH��YL�

VDQGR�R�EHP�HVWDU�GRV�RXWURV��VHMD�R�PDX�WUDWDPHQWR�UHVHUYDGR�

a�sua��lha�[ou�ao�seu��lho]�ou�o�destino�reservado�às�suas�crianças�e�a�

HODV�SU�SULDV��>FRPR�QR�FDVR@�GH�XPD�PXOKHU�TXH�HVFUHYH�DR�VHX�PD�

rido�em�decorrência�da�doença�que�a�igia�a�serva�de�sua�antiga�casa�

�9(5�2(9(1��������S������

'R�IDWR�GH��PLX�RFXSDU�D�FHQWUDOLGDGH�QHVWD�FDUWD��VHQGR�R�DOYR�GRV�DSHORV�SH�

GLGRV�SRU�'HGL��GHSUHHQGHPRV�GXDV�SRVVLELOLGDGHV�

D��D�VHUYD�RFXSDYD�XPD�SRVL©�R�GH�FHUWR�SUHVW�JLR��WDOYH]�PRWLYDGD�SHOD�UHOD©�R�

GH�DSHJR���IDP�OLD�QD�PHGLGD�HP�TXH�HVWDYD�HP�VHX�FRQY�YLR�GHVGH�TXDQGR��QWHI�

HVWDYD�YLYR�

3RUTXH�WX�GHVHMDV�D�GHVROD��R�GD�VXD�FDVD�� �GHOD���/XWD�SRU�HOD�KRMH�FRPR��VH�IRVVH�

DOJR��QRYR������SDUD�TXH�D�VXD�FDVD�� �GHOD��SRVVD�VHU�HVWDEHOHFLGD�

E��WUDWD�VH�GH�XPD�IDP�OLD�TXH��HPERUD�FRP�DOJXPDV�SRVVHV���D�MXOJDU�SHOR�

IDWR�GH�FRQWDU� FRP�D�DMXGD�GH�XPD�VHUYD�QRV� WUDEDOKRV�GRP«VWLFRV���Q�R� WLQKD�

FRPR�UHSRU�D�P�R�GH�REUD�H[HUFLGD�SRU��PLX��(VVDV�GXDV�KLS�WHVHV�SRGHP�VHU�SHU�

FHELGDV�D�SDUWLU�GR�GLVFXUVR�GH�'HGL��TXH�PRVWUD�XPD�FRPSOHWD�GHSHQG¬QFLD�HP�

UHOD©�R�DRV�VHUYL©RV�GH��PLX�SDUD�R�ERP�DQGDPHQWR�GH�VXD�FDVD�

6HU������TXH�Q�R�UHFRQKHFHV�TXH���HVWD�VHUYD�TXH�ID]�D�WXD�FDVD�HQWUH�����RV�KRPHQV�

2�GHVWLQDW�ULR�GD�FDUWD�Q�R�«�R�FXOSDGR�GLUHWR�SHODV�PD]HODV�LQFLGLGDV�QR�PXQ�

GR�GRV�YLYRV��PDV�VH�WRUQD�FXOSDGR�QD�PHGLGD�HP�TXH��DSDUHQWHPHQWH��QHJOLJHQFLD�

DMXGD�H��SRU�FRQVHJXLQWH��TXHEUD�R�OD©R�GH�WURFD�HVWDEHOHFLGR�HQWUH�YLYRV�H�PRUWRV��

DRV�YLYRV�FDELD�SUHVWDU�RIHUHQGDV�H�RUD©�HV��DRV�PRUWRV�FDELD�R�GHVHPSHQKDU�GH�

XPD�IXQ©�R�SURWHWRUD���QHVVH�VHQWLGR��RV�DQFHVWUDLV�HUDP�FXOWXDGRV�HP�HVFDOD�GR�

P«VWLFD�

4XDQWR�D�HVWD�VHUYD��PLX��TXH�HVW��GRHQWH��QHP�GH�GLD�H�QHP�GH�QRLWH�WX�� �R�DNK��

OXWDV�SRU�HOD�FRQWUD�WRGR�KRPHP�TXH�HVW��ID]HQGR�PDO�D�HOD�H�WRGD�PXOKHU�TXH�HVW��ID�

]HQGR�PDO�D�HOD�

“A�carta�parece�ao�mesmo�tempo�testemunhar�a�indignação�de�Dedi�sobre�a�

LQGLIHUHQ©D�GH��QWHI�D�VXD�VHUYD��>DVVLP�FRPR@�D�LQFRPSUHHQV�R�GD�DXWRUD�TXDQWR���

DWLWXGH�GR�VDFHUGRWH�TXH��DVVLP��S�H�HP�SHULJR�D�VXD�FDVD���/25�1'��������S������
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P HUJXQWDV�UHW�ULFDV�H�VHQWHQ©DV�JHUDLV�LQWLPDP�R�GHVWLQDW�ULR�D�DJLU�

HP� IDYRU�GH� �PLX�� VRE�SHQD�GH�VHXV�SDUHQWHV� YLYRV�VRIUHUHP��V�

FRQVHTX¬QFLDV�GRV�WRUPHQWRV�>GD�VHUYD@��'HGL�UHOHPEUD�RV�GHYHUHV�GH�

XP�FKHIH�GH�IDP�OLD��PHVPR�PRUWR��SDUD�FRP�DTXHOHV�TXH�FRPS�HP�D�

sua�casa.�Lutar�contra�aquele�que�a�ige�Imiu�é�o�único�meio�disponível�

SDUD��QWHI�DVVHJXUDU�D�VHUHQLGDGH�GH�VXD�IDP�OLD�H��FRQVHTXHQWHPHQ�

WH��SHUPLWLU�OKHV�PDQWHU�>D�UHDOL]D©�R@�GH�VHX�FXOWR�IXQHU�ULR��/25�1'��

������S������

1HVVH�VHQWLGR�«�TXH�'HGL�DPHD©D�URPSHU�VXD�REULJD©�R��HYLGHQFLDQGR�TXH�D�

VHUYD�WDPE«P�SRGHULD�OKH�SUHVWDU�RX�Q�R�FXOWR��WXGR�HVWDYD�D�GHSHQGHU�GR�GHVHP�

SHQKR�GH��QWHI�

�/XWD�SRU�HOD��SDUD�TXH�OLED��HV�SRVVDP�VHU�IHLWDV�D�WL�

��QHJOLJ¬QFLD�GH��QWHI�SRGHULD�UHVXOWDU�QD�GLVVROX©�R�GH�VXD�FDVD��RX�VHMD��GH�

VXD�IDP�OLD��D�SURWH©�R�GHVHPSHQKDGD�FRPR�PDULGR��SDL�H�SDWU�R��FRQVROLGDGD�TXDQ�

GR��QWHI�HVWDYD�YLYR��SUHFLVDYD�VHU�UHVWDEHOHFLGD���DOJR�TXH�GHSHQGLD�DSHQDV�GHOH��

na�medida�em�que�“o�papel�de�um�espírito�ancestral�era�de�um�advogado�e�de�um�

FRUUHTXHUHQWH�QR�UHDO�RXWUR�PXQGR����660�11��������S��������«�QHVWH�VHQWLGR�TXH�

D�YL�YD�UHSUHHQGH��QWHI�

6H�Q�R�KRXYHU�TXDOTXHU��DMXGD��WXD��HQW�R�D�WXD�FDVD�HVWDU��GHVWUX�GD�

'H�DFRUGR�FRP�5LWD�/XFDUHOOL�

o V�LQLPLJRV�D�VHUHP�DIDVWDGRV�SRGLDP�VHU�WDQWR�KXPDQRV�TXDQWR�

VREUHQDWXUDLV��VREUH�HVWHV��OWLPRV��RXWURV�GHP�QLRV�SRUWDGRUHV�

GH�GRHQ©DV�H�GHVDVWUHV�HUDP�WDPE«P�RV�SU�SULRV�PRUWRV��3RU�HVWD�UD�

]�R�HUD�IUHTXHQWH��GD�SDUWH�GR�UHPHWHQWH��D�GHFODUD©�R�GH�WHU�WUDWDGR�

R�KRPHP�DGHTXDGDPHQWH�QD�7HUUD�H�GH�WHU�FXLGDGR�GH�VXD�VHSXOWXUD�

H�GR�FXOWR�DS�V�VXD�PRUWH��/8&�5(//���������S�����������

'HGL�UHVVDOWD�TXH��PLX�HVWHYH�VHPSUH�D�FXLGDU�GD�FDVD�GD�IDP�OLD�H��SRU�LVVR��

Q�R�HQWHQGH�D�LQMXVWL©D�TXH��QWHI�FRPHWH�DR�Q�R�OXWDU�SDUD�TXH�D�VHUYD�FRQWLQXH�QR�

convívio�da�casa,�cuidado�da�esposa�e�dos��lhos�do�sacerdote:

/XWD�SRU��HOD���&XLGD�GHOD��3URWHJH�D�GH�WRGRV�RV�KRPHQV�H�PXOKHUHV�TXH�OKH�HVW�R�

fazendo�mal!�Assim,�a�tua�casa�e�os�teus��lhos�serão�estabelecidos.�Que�escutes�bem!

1�R�VH�VDEH�H[DWDPHQWH�GH�TXHP�«�D�FXOSD�SHOR�PDO�FDXVDGR��PDV�VH�WUDWD�GH�

XPD�RX�PDLV�SHVVRDV�TXH�KDELWDP�D�PHVPD�FLGDGH�TXH��QWHI��L�H���R�PXQGR�GRV�PRU�

WRV��SRU�LVWR�«�TXH�R�VDFHUGRWH�SRGH�LQWHUYLU��&RQIRUPH�UHVVDOWD��VVPDQQ��������S��

161),�“a�doença�de�que�a�serva�sofre�não�é�atribuída�à�in�uência�do�espírito�ancestral�

>SDUD�TXHP�VH�GHVWLQRX@�HVWD�FDUWD��(OH�«�PHUDPHQWH�UHSURYDGR�SRU�Q�R�D�DMXGDU���

1HVWH�VHQWLGR�«�TXH�VH�GHSUHHQGH�TXH�SRGHULD�H[LVWLU�DOJXPD�SRVVLELOLGDGH�GH�FRQ�

tato�entre�os�mortos�bené�cos�e�os�espíritos�malé�cos,�na�medida�em�que�cabia�a�

�QWHI�DWXDU�QR�FRPEDWH�DRV�FDXVDGRUHV�GR�PDO�TXH�DWLQJLDP�RV�VHXV�GHVFHQGHQWHV�

��LQGLJQD©�R�GH�'HGL�HP�UHOD©�R�D��QWHI�WDPE«P�HYLGHQFLD�TXH�Q�R�HUD�QHFHV�

V�ULR�DSHQDV�OXWDU��PDV�YHQFHU�TXDLVTXHU�EDWDOKDV��FRP�YLVWDV�DR�JDUDQWH�GD�HVWDEL�
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lidade�familiar�do�morto�—�posto�que�não�havia��ança�de�que�o�morto�se�esquivava�

GH�VXD�OXWD�RX�IXQ©�R��2�TXH�SRGHPRV�FRQFOXLU�«�TXH�R�LQVXFHVVR�GR�PRUWR�HP�VXD�

MRUQDGD�FRQWUD�RV�PDXV�HVS�ULWRV�UHVXOWDYD��QR�PXQGR�GRV�YLYRV��QR�VHPHOKDQWH�IUD�
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