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July 20st, 2017
Oecologia Australis Editorial Board 

Dear Dr. Marina Wolowski and Dr. Vinicius L. G. Brito, 

We would like to submit the manuscript “Beyond good and evil: context dependent effects of agriculture on pollinators’ communities and its interactions” by Moreira EF, Boscolo D and Viana FV for publication in Oecologia Australis to the special volume "Ecology and Evolution of Interactions" as an Original Article. This manuscript has 3395 words and is the intellectual product of myself and my coauthors, who agrees with this submission, and has not been published or is under consideration for publication in any other journal.
To our knowledge, this is one of the first reports showing direct explicit empirical evidence of the combined effect of the proportion of agriculture and landscape heterogeneity causing changes in critical structural properties of plant-pollinators networks in Neotropical environments. This novel knowledge fills a gap in the literature of empirical studies on these effects with the systemic approach of interaction networks, especially considering the tropics. Since structural characteristics of networks affect the robustness and resilience of ecological systems, changes in biological communities could have secondary consequences such as increased susceptibility to the disruption of key processes such as pollination. Therefore, this information is critical for biodiversity conservation and management in the tropics. In addition, despite the oversimplified binary landscapes used in most studies published, the landscape functional heterogeneity approach may have a key role on conservation.

The major results presented in this article are that even when the proportion of agriculture in the landscapes have a positive effect on tropical pollinators, there is a loss in biodiversity associated with landscape simplification. We show that heterogeneous landscapes keep plant-pollinator networks more connected, with more species and abundance than homogenized landscapes. Moreover, we show evidences that the positive effect of the landscape’s proportion of agriculture on pollinators communities and plant-pollinator networks is dependent on landscape diversity. Some studies have pointed out that agricultural areas may be source of floral resources for pollinators. However, none of these studies considers other landscape changes associated with agriculture and consequently fails to detect the negative effects of landscape homogenization. In addition, most studies made on this subject were performed on temperate regions, leaving a gap for the tropical regions that in general have more heterogeneous landscapes.

Bearing in mind the importance of pollination for ecosystem functioning and food production, such knowledge can be very important for landscape planning and management focusing in conservation and sustainability of agriculture in the tropics. Therefore, we believe that our paper would appeal to the readership of Oecologia Australis. If you feel that the manuscript is appropriate for your journal, we suggest the following reviewers: Dr. Alexandra-Maria Klein, Dr. Carlos Augusto da Silva Peres, Dr. Lucas Alejandro Garibaldi, Dr. Luciano Elsinor Lopes and Dr. Milton Cezar Ribeiro, for who contact details are provided below. 
Please let me know of your decision at your earliest convenience.

Sincerely yours,

Eduardo Freitas Moreira, MSc.
Danilo Boscolo, Phd

Blandina Felipe Viana, Phd

For any further clarifications, please feel free to contact me at the e-mail: eduardofreitasmoreira@gmail.com
Contacts of the suggested reviewers: 
 
Dr. Alexandra-Maria Klein 
Affiliation: University of Freiburg, Germany 
Phone: +49 (0)761 - 203-67770 room-nb: 03043 
E-mail: alexandra.klein@nature.uni-freiburg.de 
 
Dr. Carlos Augusto da Silva Peres  
Affiliation: University of East Anglia, School Of Environmental Sciences 
Phone: +44 (0)1603 59 2549 
E-mail: c.peres@uea.ac.uk 
Address: University of East Anglia, School Of Environmental Sciences. NR4 7TJ - Norwich, - Inglaterra 
Homepage: http://www.uea.ac.uk/env/people/peresca/ 
 
Dr. Lucas Alejandro Garibaldi 
Affiliation: Sede Andina, Universidad Nacional de Río Negro (UNRN) and Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas (CONICET), Mitre 630, CP 8400, San Carlos de Bariloche, Río Negro, Argentina. 
E-mail: lgaribaldi@unrn.edu.ar 
 

Dr. Luciano Elsinor Lopes

Affiliation: Departamento de Ciências Ambientais, Universidade Federal de São Carlos 
E-mail: mcr@rc.unesp.br 
Phone: +55 (16) 3306-6528
Address: Departamento de Ciências Ambientais, Universidade Federal de São Carlos campus São Carlos, Rodovia Washington Luis, km 235 - São Carlos - SP – BR, CEP: 13565-905, Caixa Postal: 676
Homepage: http://www.dcam.ufscar.br/quem-somos/professores/luciano  

Dr. Milton Cezar Ribeiro  
Affiliation: Laboratório de Ecologia Espacial e Conservação, Departamento de Ecologia, Universidade Estadual Paulista 
E-mail: mcr@rc.unesp.br 
Phone: +55 (19) 35269647 
Address: Universidade Estadual Paulista Júlio de Mesquita Filho, Instituto de Biociências de Rio Claro, Departamento de Ecologia.  
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