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Dear Dr. Editor in chief, 
We are submitting to Oecologia Australis an eight-year study of leaf fall seasonality and its relation with climatic factors at Atlantic Forest “ClimatIC influenceS on lEAFfall seasonality AT THREE SITES OF ATLANTIC FOREST (Serra dos órgãos NATIONAL PARK – rj- BRAZIL).” This study was not submitted to any other journal. We found evidences that leaf fall seasonality have a delayed response to the climatic factors seasonality and also that higher leaf fall occurs when maximal temperature are higher than the historical mean (normals). This can have strong influences on the net primary productivity (NPP) mainly because of global climatic changes. 
We are very interested to publish at this important journal and we expect that this study can be interesting you. Correspondence should de sent to: 
Ricardo Finotti, e-mail: finottiricardo@gmail.com, ricardo.leite@estacio.br 
Suggested referees are: 
Patrícia C. Morellato - Departamento  de  Botânica,  Universidade Estadual Paulista - pmorella@life.ibrc.unesp.br
Rosana Gentile - Laboratório de Biologia e Parasitologia de Mamíferos Silvestres Reservatórios - Fundação Oswaldo Cruz - rosanagentile@yahoo.com.br
- 

Carlos José da Silva - Universidade do Estado de Mato Grosso - cjsnx@yahoo.com.br
Francisco de Almeida Lobo - Universidade do Estado de Mato Grosso -f_a_lobo@pq.cnpq.br
Flavio Antonio Maës dos Santos - Universidade Estadual de Campinas - fsantos@unicamp.br
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