[bookmark: _GoBack]Esperanza, Argentina, 2 September 2019.
Editors of Oecologia Australis,
Re: First report of myiasis caused by Philornis (Diptera: Muscidae) in Cacicus solitarius (Passeriform: Icteridae) in central Argentina.
By María José Saravia-Pietropaolo, Alejandro Percara, Sofía Arce, Martín Quiroga & Pablo Beldomenico.

Dear Dra. Ana Claudia Delciellos,
We hereby submit the above referenced manuscript to be considered for publication in your journal.
Philornis Meinert is a genus of Muscidae (Diptera) whose larvae parasitize bird nestlings in the Neotropical region. In the last 20 years these parasites caught the attention of conservationists because they proved to cause an impact on the health of many endangered birds. Since then, several studies on aspects of the Philornis-hosts relationship have been published, which had led to increase the reports of new bird species affected by these parasitic flies
To add to the list of bird species affected by Philornis, in this short report we document the parasitism of Philornis on Cacicus solitarius. In addition, we determined Philornis species based on morphology and molecular characterization of specimens, which allowed us to reveal a genotype not previously identified in central Argentina.
We believe that our work is suitable for publication in Oecologia Australis because our findings expand the host range of these parasites and the distribution of one particular genotype, and highlight the need to use morphological and molecular techniques on Philornis species identifications.
The manuscript has been read and approved by all authors. The results of the present study do not pose conflict of interests of any kind. We confirm that this manuscript has not been published elsewhere and is not under consideration by another journal.
Below we provide data of potential referees:
- Charlotte E. Causton. Charles Darwin Foundation for the Galápagos Islands, Puerto Ayora, Santa Cruz Island, Galápagos Islands, Ecuador. charlotte.causton@fcdarwin.org.ec
- Arno Cimadom. Department of Behavioural Biology, University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria. arno.cimadom@univie.ac.at
- Marisol Dominguez. Departamento de Ecología, Genética y Evolución & IEGEBA-CONICET, Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y Naturales, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires, Argentina. soldominguez@ege.fcen.uba.ar
- Sabrina M. McNew. Department of Biology, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah, USA. sabrina.mcnew@gmail.com
- Katharina J. Peters. College of Science and Engineering, Flinders University, Adelaide, Australia. katharina.peters@flinders.edu.au

Yours sincerely,
                                                            María José Saravia Pietropaolo
